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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 64, 65 and 68-76 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The Examiner indicated the features of claim 64 as allowable back when those 
features were contained in claims 46-48 and provided reasons for allowance in 
Paragraph 7 of the Office Action mailed 3/29/04. 

The Examiner indicated claim 64 as allowable and provided reasons for 
allowance in Paragraph 5 of the Office Action mailed 8/25/05. 

Claim 68 recites a microtitration plate comprised of a plastic based partially 
conductive material, a device for applying electric current to at least some part of the 
plastic material and a capacitance measuring circuit adapted to be connected to the 
microplate via needle bed adapter. The Examiner did not find prior art which teaches or 
suggests this combination of features. 

3. Claim 76 recites a microtitration plate having memory locations/volumes and 
comprised of a plastic based partially conductive material, at least one capacitive 
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measuring sensor comprised of capacitor plates made of the same material of which the 
microtitration plate is made, and electrical circuits connected to the plate. 

The Examiner considers the prior art Tagge and Eggers to be the closest prior 
art. Both Tagge and Eggers teach conductive materials for tempering specimen in the 
wells of microplates. They do not, however, teach devices having a needle bed adapter 
or capacitor plates comprised of the same material as the rest of the microtitration plate. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dwayne K. Handy whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-1259. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on (571)-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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, Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


DKH 

June 20, 2006 



